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NDE RELEASES COHORT GRADUATION RATE FOR CLASS OF 2013 
State Graduation Rate Increases By More Than 7 Percent 

 
 

CARSON CITY, NV – Today the Nevada Department of Education (NDE) released the 
statewide cohort graduation rate for the class of 2013. Statewide, the public high school 
graduation rate rose more than seven percentage points over the previous year – from 
63.08 percent in 2012 to 70.65 percent in 2013. With this increase, Nevada schools 
graduated 1,113 additional students in 2013 than in 2012.  
  
Twelve school districts improved their graduation rates in 2013. Clark, Eureka, Nye, and 
the Nevada State Public Charter School Authority increased their graduation rates by 
nearly ten percentage points or more.  
 
“In approximately two years, many Nevada schools have increased their graduation 
rates by nearly ten percent,” Governor Brian Sandoval said.  “While this is not enough, it 
is a firm indication that Nevada is moving in the right direction. As our efforts towards 
reducing class sizes, improving ELL education and implementing all-day kindergarten 
across the state begin to mature, I am confident that our state’s graduation rate will 
continue to improve. I applaud each and every student for their hard work and I say 
thank you to the parents and teachers who worked diligently to help move Nevada 
forward.” 

“I am very pleased that our graduation rate continues to increase,” said Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Dale Erquiaga. “While Nevada’s graduation rate is still too low and 
we must direct more attention to certain student populations, we are improving. In order 
to encourage more students to stay in school, we must make high school relevant for all 
students and provide targeted support to students who need it most. As we continue to 
set high expectations, I know that Nevada’s students and educators can rise to the 
challenge when provided an opportunity to succeed.”  
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Nevada’s minority populations experienced the greatest improvements in graduation 
rates. African American students increased their graduation rate from 48.28% to 
56.71% and Asian students increased from 74.78% to 82.03%. The largest 
improvement for the Class of 2013 belongs to Nevada’s Hispanic students, improving 
by 9.53 percentage points. Despite these improvements, Hispanic, American Indian and 
African American students in Nevada continue to graduate at lower rates than other 
student subgroups.  "The disparity in achievement between different groups of students 
is unacceptable," said Superintendent Erquiaga.  "Even as we celebrate the 
tremendous gains this year, the Department is renewing its focus on the achievement 
gap that keeps so many students from being ready for success." 
 
This is the third year Nevada has calculated its graduation rate using a new formula 
known as the adjusted cohort graduation rate, as required by the U.S. Department of 
Education. Although all 50 states now report their graduation rates based upon a 
uniform formula, states award different types of high school diplomas to their students 
and graduation requirements vary considerably from state to state. Based on the cohort 
graduation rate first calculated for the class of 2011, the rate of students receiving high 
school diplomas in Nevada has risen by 8.69 percentage points since 2011.  
 
The Department collects student-level data from districts in the state’s longitudinal data 
system entitled SAIN (System of Accountability Information for Nevada), and works 
closely with district staff to ensure graduation rate data are valid, accurate and agreed 
upon. Today’s announcement is the earliest in the year the Department has ever 
announced the graduation rate. Charts showing cohort graduation rates by school 
district and student subgroup are attached to this release. These and other charts, 
including school-level data, can be found at the Nevada Report Card website: 
http://www.nevadareportcard.com/di/. 
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2012-2013 Four Year Adjusted Cohort 
Graduation Rates by State and District 
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 # of Cohort # of Graduates Rate 

 

State Level Data 
12-13 11-12 12-13 11-12 12-13 11-12 

Total Cohort Members 42612 40645 23044 21931 70.65 % 63.08 % 

Female 21344 19721 12087 11269 74.02 % 67% 

Male 21268 20922 10957 10662 67.27 % 59.4% 

American Indian/Alaska Native 579 536 230 213 58.67 % 53.92% 

Asian 2490 2473 1735 1634 82.03 % 74.78% 

Black 4596 4573 1873 1858 56.71 % 48.28 % 

Hispanic 14535 13973 7548 6816 64.39 % 54.86% 

Two or More Races 1996 1677 1295 1197 80.14 % 77.73% 

Pacific Islander 548 486 329 320 74.77 % 72.23% 

White 17605 16122 10028 9854 77.19  % 72.42% 

Career and Technical Education 5620 4633 4662 3923 87.85 % 88.16% 

Economically Disadvantaged 20608 21830 10530 11297 63.97 % 58.18% 

Students with Disabilities 3979 4204 797 874 26.43 % 24.24% 

English Language Learners 2995 3660 563 724 24.43 % 22.65% 

Migrant 18 15 3 6 30.00 % 54.55 % 

Comparison of the State Level Total  

Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate 


